A Biological Investigation on the Nutritive Values of Crayfish By-Products 

The research was carried out to investigate the possibilities of using crayfish wastes in animal nutrition which is by-product of fishery products at research foundation of Feed and Animal Nutrition of Animal Science Department of University of Ankara, Faculty of Agriculture.

Animal material of the investigation was 90 Swiss White Mice (45 male + 45 female). The investigation was conducted in a Latin Square Design and there were three groups and three subgroups. To the rations of the groups containing 0, 5, 12.1 % crayfish waste meal (hydrolyzed at 2.5 kg/cm2 pressure for 90 minutes) 5, 0, 5 % meat-bone meal and 24.2, 24.2, 12.1 % soybean meal was used respectively. The group that consumed the ration which did not include crayfish waste was accepted as control group and the experimental groups were compared with this group. To prevent the digestion disorders of mice differences were not made between basic ration and commercial ration. The rations including crayfish waste meal were supplemented with 0.05 % DL-metionin and 0.05 % lysine. The period of the investigation was 60 days.

Effects of the rations on weight gain, feed consumption and feed efficiency of mice were confirmed for a week periods. At the end of the experimental period blood samples of the mice were taken and analyses of the erythrocyte, leukocyte, hemoglobin, hematocrit values and liver weight were determined. 

According to the results of the investigation there were no significant differences (P > 0.05) between the control group and the experimental groups all criterions investigated.

