Effects of Beak Trimming Age on Performance and Some Stress Parameters in Laying Hens

The aim of this study was to determine the effect of beak trimming age on production and some stress parameters. Effect of beak trimming on body weight in rearing period was disappearing in laying period. Different age of beak trimming didn’t effect the mortality rate, feed consumption, feed efficiency, egg production, egg weight, external egg quality, antibody production, spleen and liver rates, throat injure and foot health in laying period (P>0.05) . At 17 wk of age H-L ratio was higher in 10W group (P<0.001) but at 42 wk of age this was not observed. But in control group, H-L ratio was higher at both time (P<0.01). In addition this feather score was low in this group (P<0.05).  Decreasing cage area affected negatively on feed efficiency (P<0.001), egg production (P<0.05), feather score (P≤0.001), foot health (P≤0.01) and H-L ratio (P<0.01). There were no significant interactions between cage area and beak trimming age in examined parameters except that egg weight.

