The Effect of Dietary Usage of Probiotic and Prebiotic on Some Performance Characteristics of Rabbits.

This study was carried out to determine the effects of the usage in the experiment groups of control, first, second and third contained 0 g /500 kg feed, 750 g probiotic/500 kg feed, 1250 g prebiotic/500 kg feed and 375 g probiotic+625 g prebiotic/500 kg feed respectively on live weight, live weight gain, feed consumption, feed efficiency and some slaughtering characteristics.
In the experiment a total of 80 rabbits (40 female, 40 male) aged 42 days and weighing on average 952 g were used. They were divided into one control and three treatment groups each containing 20 rabbits (10 female, 10 male). The experiment period lasted 8 weeks.
At the end of the experiment, there were no statistically differences among the groups in live weight, live weight gain, feed consumption, dressing percentage, some viscera (liver, lung and kidney) and foreleg weights. There were statistically differences among the groups in feed efficiency, some organ (heart, intestine), hind leg weights and feed costs. The percentage values cf head, skin, limbs and liver were not affected by the probiotics and/or prebiotics.
As a result, the addition of probiotic and/or prebiotic did not have any adverse effect on the performance of rabbits. It is concluded that probiotic and/or prebiotic can be used in the rabbit rations as feed additives.
