The Usage of Common Vetch Seed (Vicia sativa L.) in the Rations of Rabbit 

This study was carried out to determine the effects of the usage of 0, 10, 20 and 30 % of common vetch seed in the rations of rabbit as a source of protein on live weight, live weight gain, feed consumption and feed efficiency, some slaughtering characteristics and meat composition.

In the experiment a total of 96 rabbits (48 female, 48 male) aged 35 days and weighing on average 800.31 g were used. They were divided into one control and three treatment groups each containing 24 rabbits (12 female, 12 male). The experimental period lasted 6 weeks.

At the end of the experiment, there were no statistically differences among the groups in live weight, live weight gain, feed consumption, feed efficiency, dressing percentages and meat composition. The percentage values of head, skin and limbs, liver, foreleg and hindleg were not affected by the levels of vetch seed.  

As a result, the addition of common vetch seed to the rations at the levels of 10, 20 and 30 % did not have any adverse effect on the performance of rabbits. It is concluded that common vetch seed can be used up to 30 % in the rabbit rations as a protein source.

